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REMARKS 

Claims 1-9 were pending in the present application. Claims 8 and 9 have been 
withdrawn from further consideration. By virtue of this response, claims 1-3 have been amended; 
and new claim 10 has been added. Support for new claim 10 is found in the specification, inter alia^ 
on page 23, paragraph [0068]. Accordingly, claims 1-7 and 10 are currently under consideration. 
The specification has been amended to change the title. Accordingly, no new matter has been 
added. 

With respect to all claim amendments and cancellations, Applicants have not dedicated 
or abandoned any unclaimed subject matter and moreover have not acquiesced to any rejections 
and/or objections made by the Patent Office. Applicants reserve the right to pursue prosecution of 
any presently excluded claim embodiments in future continuation and/or divisional application. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

Applicants thank the Examiner for having considered the references previously 
submitted in the Information Disclosure Statements. 

Specification 

The Examiner objected to the disclosure because the title of the invention was not 

descriptive. The Examiner suggested to change the title to: "METHODS FOR TREATING POST- 
SURGICAL PAIN BY ADMINISTERING AN ANTI-NERVE GROWTH FACTOR 
ANTAGONIST ANTIBODY". 

Applicants respectfully note that the title of the present application has been changed as 
suggested by the Examiner. Withdrawal of this objection is therefore respectfully requested. 
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35 U.S.C> SI 12, second paragraph 

Claims 1-7 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph, as allegedly being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicants regard as the invention. 

The Examiner rejected claim 1, alleging claim 1 does not have a step that clearly relates 
back to the preamble. 

Applicants disagree with the Examiner. Applicants note that the treatment of post- 
surgical pain in the individual is achieved by administering an effective amount of the anti-nerve 
growth factor antagonist antibody; and therefore, a step indicating the treatment of post-surgical 
pain is not required. However, in the interest of expediting the prosecution, Applicants have 
amended claim 1 to recite "whereby the post-surgical pain in the individual is treated". This clause 
relates to the preamble, which should address the Examiner's concern. Accordingly, Applicants 
respectfully request that this rejection be withdrawn. 

The Examiner objected to claims 2 and 3 for reciting the phrase "suppressed or 
ameliorated". 

Applicants respectfully submit that the term "ameliorated" (as well as "suppressed") are 
clear to those skilled in the art, and this fulfills the requirement for definiteness. However, without 
acquiescence to the rejection. Applicants have amended claims 2 and 3 to delete the term 
"suppressed". The specification provides an unambiguous definition of the term "ameliorated". See 
page 22, paragraph [0064]. As stated in the specification, the term "ameliorating" post- surgical pain 
means a lessening or improvement of one or more symptoms of a post surgical pain, as compared to 
not administering an anti-NGF antagonist antibody, and the term "ameliorating" also includes 
shortening or reduction in duration of a symptom. Withdrawal of this rejection is respectfully 
requested. 
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In view of the above, Applicants respectfully request that the rejections under 35 U.S.C. 
§112, second paragraph, be withdrawn. 

Nonstatutory obviousness-type double patenting rejection 

Claims 1-7 were provisionally rejected on the ground of nonstatutory obviousness-t)T)e 
double patenting as allegedly being unpatentable over claims 1-3 of copending App. Ser. No. 
10/682,331 (US 2004/0228862 Al). 

Applicants respectfiiUy request that this rejection be held in abeyance until the Office has 
made a determination of allowable claims in the present application or in copending App. Ser. No. 
1 1/682,331, at which time Applicants will address this issue. 
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CONCLUSION 

In view of the above, each of the presently pending claims in this application is believed 
to be in immediate condition for allowance. Accordingly, the Examiner is respectfully requested to 
withdraw the outstanding rejection of the claims and to pass this application to issue. If it is 
determined that a telephone conference would expedite the prosecution of this application, the 
Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned at the number given below. 

In the event the U.S. Patent and Trademark office determines that an extension and/or 
other relief is required, applicant petitions for any required relief including extensions of time and 
authorizes the Commissioner to charge the cost of such petitions and/or other fees due in connection 
with the filing of this document to Deposit Account No. 03-1952 referencing docket 
no.5 14712000500. However, the Commissioner is not authorized to charge the cost of the issue fee 
to the Deposit Account. 

Dated: May 2, 2006 Respectfully submitted, 




Jie Zhou 
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